Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge

Where the Blackwater and Little Blackwater Rivers meet, this 20,000 acre wetland is home to a host of migratory waterfowl, including ducks, geese, swans, and herons. Frequently visitors spot bald eagles. If we're lucky, we'll see newly hatched ospreys.

The most active times at the refuge are dawn and dusk, so we'll arrive at our campsite near Cambridge early Saturday afternoon. After we set up, we'll visit the refuge's nature center and explore the grounds, waiting for the birds to return to their nests. Back at camp, we'll cook out, sing, play games, etc. We'll sack out early to be ready at 5:30 a.m. to walk the refuge's 5-mile drive and detour along the nature trails, then seek shelter once again in the visitor center.

This is an easy hike, good for beginners and families. Bring hats and plenty of sunscreen. Bug spray, too.

