President's Notes
After a long, cold, icy winter, it's great to be back on the trail again! This spring and summer promise to be great for hiking, with the new section of the Hampton Trail open. We've had our hike leaders out scouting, and they tell us that the trail offers some challenging climbs, and breathtaking views.

Speaking of leaders, with club membership increasing rapidly, we are always looking for new leaders. Leaders are required to take our Leadership Training course and a first aid course. When your training is complete, you accompany the hike leader as an assistant leader for two hikes. Then, you are given the opportunity to lead your own hikes. If you think you'd like to be a hike leader, call Bob Lambert at 555-1255.

Trail Cleanup
Our first Hampton Trail cleanup weekend of the season was a resounding success, with over 45 people showing up to help. Everyone kept busy all day Saturday, and a few hardy people camped ovenight and worked Sunday, also. We were able to clean up the eight mile section from Atwater Gap to Denton Hollow.

Trail cleanup was particularly arduous this year because of all the storm damage from last winter. Certain parts of the trail were unrecognizable because of all of the fallen trees. Fortunately, we had a bevy of chainsaws and experienced users, so cutting away the larger tree trunks wasn't too difficult. Our thanks to Ardmore Rental Company for the loan of four chainsaws.

The next Hampton Trail cleanup weekend is scheduled for April 29, when we will work on the six mile section from Route 7 to the Sky Meadow Shelter. If you are interested in helping out, please call Mary Pittman at 555-8566 before April 22.

Anniversary Banquet

Keep August 15th available for our 10th anniversary banquet. We'll be holding the banquet at the Meade Valley Fire House on Trapperville Road. Main dishes will be provided, but please bring a salad or dessert to share. Dress is (of course) casual.

